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Why Care About Catchphrases?
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« Informativeness test (using mutual information): true
catchphrases with ideological /policy contents are able to

distinguish texts from distinct political eras from the rest Figure 1: Ratio of appearances of signature catchphrases of incoming leader vs. outgoing
(e.g. Mao vs. reform era).

embeddings reflect how provincial officials use the same catchphrase in different contexts, reflecting different

preferences and strategies to respond to the centrally handed down policy initiatives (without directly contradicting

the party center).

leader in provincial newspapers/documents. Signature catchphrases are those most strongly

associated with top leaders, often becoming their major legacy.
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